Darius
January - June 2021

Male, age 18
Languages

Family

Romanian - 1st language
English - 10 years
French - beginner

mom & dad
1 dog

Dietary/Allergies

Religion

Pollen & hay fever (mild - some coughing & sneezing)

Orthodox Christian

Interests/Hobbies

Student Comments

Guitar, journalism, skiing, football (soccer),
skating, swimming, Netflix, volunteering,
festivals, flying & social media.
Darius would like to be a pilot. Otherwise, either
an architect or an entrepreneur.

I find living in different places quite exciting. I
enjoy learning new things and I thrive in new
environments. I'm always open to new
adventures. Hearing different points of view and
learning about other perspectives is what I
envision I'll enjoy about the U.S. exchange, and
meeting new people, of course.

Letter from the Student
My name is Darius and I am from Romania. I live with my parents in a small village from the north. We live in a small community, where we know everyone.
Until I was about 13 years old, we lived in a slightly bigger mining town. My parents chose the fresher air and the better community and we moved to this
place. I had to transfer to another school in the nearby town. It was like a fresh start. New friends, new teachers, new people. I adapted very quickly and
made a lot of friends. After a year-and-a-half I started high school. Another change for me. I made it into a famous boarding school, but my parents were still
paying a mortgage at the time and it was hard for them to support me financially, as I had to rent a place in the city.
We decided that the best thing to do was to transfer to another high school, closer to home. I'm happy with the decision we made and I think that this
experience taught me a lesson. With all the changes I had, I made a lot of friends, met a lot of great people and I ended up living with my parents. I enjoy
spending time with my family. We always try to cherish the moments we spend together. At home, my responsibilities vary. I am a very organized person, so
I always try to keep my room clean. But I also help my parents with everything they need. We have a big property, which gives us a lot of things to do
outside. For example, in the summer, we have to cut the grass, let it dry and transform into hay and then store it. In winter, we have to make sure that we
have wood for fire. In my spare time, I have different types of activities, which vary from season to season. In summer, besides working at a local place, I
love to ride my motorcycle through the woods [BFF note: motorcycle-riding not allowed on exchange]. This gives me a feeling of freedom. I also go out and
play soccer with some of my friends, or just walk and catch up. My friends from school all live downtown, so I have to organize my time in order to see them
too. In winter I love skiing, skating and trying to learn new sports. I always like to get involved in volunteering and similar activities. The most common activity
is collecting the trash from the woods and trying to keep the nature clean. Also, I like to participate at as many festivals as I am able to. When I am alone, I
like to watch a movie, listen to some music or play guitar. I look forward to learning how to play the piano too.
My plans for future are complicated. Since I was a little kid, I always wanted to be a pilot. I only flew once and it was one of the best experiences in my life. A
few years ago, I found out that my dream is very hard to be achieved in Romania. We only have private schools, and the prices are too high for my family.
Another option I considered was architecture, which is pretty difficult. I also thought about it a bit too late, which will make it difficult to prepare for exams. It
also crossed my mind that I could be a good entrepreneur and I could start a business on my own. For this I should study Management and
Entrepreneurship. This is still one of my main options. In the last months, as the final exams drew closer and I will soon have to choose something, I tried to
return to my main dream and adapt it. From this resulted the thought of enrolling into the army as a pilot, at the Air Force Academy. The studies are free, and
after a few years of work, I could transfer to the passenger pilots.
If I get to live in the States for a while, I would also love to share some Romanian cultural and traditional activities with you and I would definitely love to learn
about yours. This exchange program would totally change my life. I would gain a lot of new information, make new friends and have a family across the
ocean. It would be a huge influence for my future.
I'm sure that we will get along very well and that we will enjoy spending time together.
Looking forward to seeing you.
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