Elird
Male, age 17

January - June 2021

Languages

Family

Albanian - 1st language
English - 10 years
German - 1 year

mom - English teacher
dad - economist
1 younger sister

Dietary/Allergies

Religion

no pork

Islam

Interests/Hobbies

Student Comments

art (drawing, painting, digital), volleyball, basketball,
music, making clothes, video/photo editing, photography,
reading

I was always intrigued by American culture. Since I was
little I was always influenced by American artists, TV
shows, authors, etc. I've always heard that the USA is a
place with diversity where they accept everyone no
matter their complexion, language or nationality. I want to
meet new people and adapt to a new lifestyle there for a
year. I am a really tolerant and friendly person, so I
always look forward to making new friends and meeting
new people.

In the future he would like to pursue something in graphic
design, software engineering, or photography.
In the US, he would like to do art, photography, and learn
to play the guitar,drums, and/or piano.

Letter from the Student
Hi! Let me introduce myself; my name is Elird. ln this letter I'll be talking about myself, my friends and family, and my city! First of all I'd like to mention that I value family time a lot,
and for me personally family is above all things in the world. I live with my parents and with my smaller sister, who is 4 years younger than me.
As a family we enjoy doing lots of stuff together! On weekdays, we're usually all busy, because we have to go to school and our parents have to go to work, so we usually get
together around the evening, when everybody comes home from work and school. The first thing that we do is have dinner together, while we talk about how our day was and
interesting things that happened during the day in general. Our mom usually cooks the food, and I have to admit that I absolutely love her meals! After filling up our stomachs with
food, we usually have a little rest after a long day of work and school, and then we have something that we like to call "Tea Time".Around 8-9 pm, we get together in the living room,
where our mother prepares tea for all 4 of us. While drinking tea, we watch movies on our home TV and have a good time. On weekends is when the fun mostly happens, though.
Usually, on Saturdays we like to take road trips to other cities in my country, so we can go shopping somewhere, explore new places to go to, etc. Even though Saturdays are really
fun, they tend to be really tiring, because we spend almost all of our day outside. Sundays are usually days for relaxing; we stay at home, finish our homework for Monday, study
and get ready for a new week ahead of us.
As for myself, my parents don't like to see me doing a lot of house chores, but I still like to help my parents with a lot of house chores, such as cleaning the dishes, cleaning
my room, making the bed, taking out the trash, cleaning the dining table, buying groceries on our neighborhood store, etc.
If I had to describe myself. I'd say that I'm a pretty quiet person around the house, not too quiet but also not loud. l like to keep the house peaceful so I don't go around yelling
all the time. I'm also a really friendly and funny person from what my friends have told others about me, which I found really heartwarming because I love it when others compliment
me. I am really interested in art and music. One of my hobbies is graphic design, and I usually spend about 2 hours a day working on video/photo edits that I find interesting. I love
listening to music, and I have a pretty diverse music taste, which depends a lot on my mood, but I have rock & roll roots in me because my parents love rock & roll and their music
taste is a big influence in mine. I am also really interested in fashion, and I like to make unique DIY clothes, and with time I've gotten visibly better at it. I also like to play a couple of
sports here and there, but the two I enjoy the most are soccer and basketball. I wouldn't say I'm good at playing sports, but I really enjoy the competition it brings to the table.
In my group of friends, each one has a very different personality from the other, but we tend to get along really well, and I really enjoy being around my friends. Usually, when
we get together we like to hang out, go out together, play sports, listen to music, watch movies, have sleepovers, etc. I am really thankful because they're supportive and respectful.
As for my city, I've been living here since I was born, and I almost know every corner of it. My city plays a very important role in the historical part of my country and has a lot
of historical value because it's one of the oldest cities in the region, and of course, very beautiful. It has a lot of tourist attractions too, so around summer I'm used to seeing a lot of
tourists here and I'm always happy to help and show them around the city.
For my future career, I have a lot of plans, but right now I'm figuring out what's best for me. I'm mainly focused on IT, graphic design and art school, but I am also very
interested in stomatology. These are my main directions for the future, but I have much more ideas going around my head. What I know for sure is that I'm gonna keep one career
as a profession, and one as a hobby, so I can enjoy doing both and getting something out of it!
I want my host family to know that we're gonna have a great time together, and I look forward to getting to know them and spending a year with them as a family! I'm sure that
we will get along really well, and you will all enjoy my company, as I will enjoy yours. Going to the USA has always been a dream for me, and since when I was a kid I set a goal to
myself which was to visit the USA at least once in my life. It's almost like a mythical place for me; seeing it on TV, newspapers all around, hearing about it in the news but never
actually thinking about having the possibility to see it and experience it yourself.
From my exchange experience, first of all, I'd like to gain more knowledge, because knowledge is wealth, and in this exchange program I believe that I'm gonna learn about a
lot of new things that are gonna be important for me in the future. Second of all, I think this program is gonna make me a lot more self-aware; it's gonna help me understand more
about my personality interests. my goals in the future and about the new experiences that are awaiting me in the future. And lastly, I'd like to gain new friendship, and help spread
love and positivity as much as I can around the people surrounding me in that period of time. I'm gonna become more independent and more mature, and work a lot harder,
because no matter how good you are at something, I believe that there's always room for improvement.
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