Gabriele
Male, Age 17

Aug 2021 - June 2022

Languages

Family
mom - judge
dad - judge
1 younger sister
1 beautiful dog

Italian - first language
Spanish - 3 years
English

Dietary/Allergies

Religion

vegan

none

Interests/Hobbies

Parent Comments

guitar, bass, music, soccer, reading, DJing,
movies, video making, volunteering
Gabriele is interested in engineering and/or music.
In the US he would like to try new sports and
activities. He would love to play music with others.

I used to travel to US during my summer vacations while I was
studying in University.
With my host families I came to know the beautiful relation that
can tie a young european student to an american family and
how much personal growth and sincere friendship can be the
result of this unforgettable experience, both lasting for a lifetime.
This is what I want and expect for my son.

Letter to the Host Family
Hi there! I'm Gabriele from Italy. I live with my parents, a sister and a beautiful dog.
I will be 17 by the time of my departure, but many people say I look older than that. I don't know if they're right or not, but for sure I'm always trying to grow
as a person everyday of my life. I'm very curious and always looking at new things to try.
Speaking of school, currently I am in my junior year of high school. In the last two years, school has taken me large amounts of time, and I am
accostumed to long study sessions.
Despite this, I manage to find some spare time for myself. When I'm not studying, I usually play music, volunteer, read, hang out with friends, explore my
city, and so on. From time to time to time, I like watching good movies with friends, going out in the nature, cooking and meditating, even though I wish I
did more of these last activities, as they really help me "recharge my batteries" when I'm most stressed.
Mine is a very sporty family, my sister runs track and my dad is very passionate about soccer, running, biking and skiing. During winter we occasionally go
skiing together in the Alps, as they're 40 minutes away from where I live. I am a big fan of soccer, but actually I love watching all sports, when I find the
time. I mostly watch soccer on the TV. Practicing sports is another great passion of mine, but lately I haven't been able to do so consistently because
school and other hobbies took me a lot of time.
I love any form of art. Without a doubt, music is my biggest passion. I spend a lot of time (at least 2-3 hours a day) listening to it, playing, rehearsing with
other musicians and practicing. I play bass mainly, other than guitar and piano. Also, I'm starting to learn how to DJ. This shows that my music tastes, in
fact, vary a lot, even though the Beatles are my favourite band. To me, playing is a truly fulfilling experience and I don't get as much joy from another
activity as much as I do from music. Since I was a child, I've always loved listening to my parents' old vinyls in my room.
From time to time, I go volunteering. I also went feeding homeless people in the center of my town a couple times. When I manage to do such things,
afterwards I feel truly happy and grateful for having had the opportunity of changing those people's lives for the better and helping them in some way.
Reading is a big part of my life, I think good books give us the chance to get a lot of new ideas. I read everything, but lately I've been reading more
non-fiction books and literature. At times I enjoy reading novels as well, and I try to vary genres I read to have a broader view and always learn new
things.
Coming to the US, I want to get out of my comfort-zone and get better at dealing with new situations. I hope I will learn acceptance of my limits, respect for
others and their ideas. But most importantly I want to discover new perspectives, habits and ideas and challenge myself to grow.
I hope you will be happy to accompany me in this journey of growth, and I sincerely hope I can give to you as much as I hope you can give to me.
Yours Sincerely,
Gabriele
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